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however, is possible because man has an astral body besides
his earthly body." 15
The astral body here is the locus where the human mind is
commensurate with that which it wants to know. Was this as-
sumption reasonable? Paracelsus substituted a material of na-
ture, the astral body, for the supernatural creature, the angel.
Moreover, he denied that the astral body can be conjured and
has senses. He condemned all exorcism and conjurings, as well
as prayers, blessings, and consecration ceremonies. "Does light-
ning spare churches?" he asked.16 He also condemned the hocus-
pocus and abracadabra with which nigromancers exploited the
gullible multitude.
Some impostors pretended that at their bidding a certain
demon would heal an incurable disease. Though some worked
occasional cures, Paracelsus denounced them: "Surreptitiously
they used medicines." 17 Nor would he permit another kind of
impostor to attribute to God what patently should be credited
to Nature:
"Some patients were informed during their sleep what
remedy they should use, and indeed were cured by such
remedy. This, however, happened to Christians as well as to
heathens, to Jews, Saracens, Mamelukes, Persians, and
Egyptians; to good as well as to bad people. Hence I cannot
believe that the revelation came from God directly, because
there only is one God and all these people cannot have
separate Gods. I believe that these adepts were illuminated
by the eternal light of nature. But since that light has no
speech, it causes evestra [ghosts] in the astral spheres of
men during their sleep." 18
The nonsense of this conclusion, though logically arrived at, is
based on the misinformation in the premise.  Paracelsus be-